
Welcome, Dr. Megumi Nomura (Redwood flute 
instructor) and Mr. James Pytko (Redwood clarinet 

instructor) to our team! 
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If your students know me at all, they know that I love 
Disneyland. It’s a destination to recharge emotionally, to 
remember that you’re never too old to be young at heart, and 
where creativity and joy are some of the most important 
traits that we can value. Disneyland is also the location of 
long lines, expensive souvenirs and (oftentimes) hot 
temperatures. We tend to spend more time waiting in lines 
and getting fast passes than we do actually enjoying the 
attractions that we’re there for. But this is not what we 
remember. We remember the moments of excitement, thrill 
and fun with our friends and family. 
 
A little over a month ago, Scott Lang, a well-known speaker 
in our profession, summarized the marching band 
experience as this: 

When actually at Disneyland, I am aware of the heat, 
long lines, high prices, and oppressive crowds. When 
it’s all over, and I have returned home, all I remember 
are the squeals of delight and the memories made. 
No one remembers the lines, but we all remember 
the ride at the end of it. 

Marching band is similar in this way. Right now the 
kids are enjoying their band experience, but are 
struggling with the realities of its demand. But in just 
a few short weeks, they will all be talking with their 
newfound friends, about the memories they made, 
and the incredible experiences they had. 

 
As we are now wrapping up marching band performance 
season, we are now at the front of the line and our students 
are making long-lasting, lifetime memories. The exact same 
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thing could be said of any music ensemble. The countless 
hours and days of practice, rehearsal, repetition and waiting 
will culminate in only minutes of a performance, but the 
times that we spend doing so with our friends are what we 
remember. When I think back to my time as a music student, 
I don’t remember what place we got at any particular 
competition, but I certainly remember the people with whom 
I shared the experience, and the feeling of what we were 
able to accomplish together.  
 
I think that if you have ever had the experience of being a 
part of a music ensemble, you will feel the same. Music 
indeed takes much time, resources and energy…but that’s 
what makes it valuable. We get so much more out of the 
experience than a technical skillset. 
 
Music is where we learn to add humility to success, 
compassion to intelligence, respect to competition, 
ownership to responsibility, selflessness to reciprocation. 
 
Thank you for being a part of our community and making this 
experience so worthwhile. 
 

Mr. Jow 
redwoodmusic.us 
twitter.com/RedwoodMSMusic 
 
 

 Congratulations to our Marching Band, Color Guard, Vivace 
& Chamber Strings and Redwood Choir on fantastic Fall 

debuts! Don’t miss the chance to catch us and the rest of our 
groups (including our new friends in beginning band and 

strings) at our upcoming Winter performances! 
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WANT TO KNOW MORE? 
 

Visit the SMB website 
 to discover more about SMB and the 

Saratoga music programs. 
View latest SUSD and SHS music calendars! 

 
 
 

www.saratogamusic.org 
 

Upcoming Winter Performances 
 Dec	  4	   SHS	  &	  RMS	  Jazz	  Bands	  &	  RMS	  Choir	  	  
Dec	  5	  	   SHS	  Saratoga	  Strings	  Midwest	  Clinic	  Send	  Off	  
	   All	  SHS	  Choirs	  and	  Strings	  

Dec	  6	  	   LG	  Holiday	  Parade	  (RMS	  Marching	  	  Band)	  

Dec	  10	  SHS	  Concert	  Bands	  

Dec	  11	  RMS	  &	  SUSD	  Bands	  &	  RMS	  Color	  Guard	  

Dec	  12	  RMS	  &	  SUSD	  Strings	  
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Dear Saratoga Music Booster Community and Supporters, 
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SHS Orchestra:  ‘Tis the Season! 
Our orchestra’s enjoyed successful Fall 
Concerts and Festivals this season, including 
the 1st annual San Francisco State University 
Orchestra Festival in which all of our students 
had the chance to work with a flurry of 
exceptional professional performers, 
conductors, and educators.  Our students had 
the chance to welcome Lynbrook HS back for 
our annual exchange concert, and at the SFSU 
festival our students had the chance to meet 
students from several other schools as each 
school supported each other’s performances.  
Coming up the first week of December all of the 
orchestra will join forces with the SHS Choirs 
for our Winter Concerts.  All Orchestra’s will be 
performing on Friday, December 5th at 6:00pm 
and 7:30pm at the SHS McAfee Center.  Please 
join us! 
 
Outfitting and supporting a large orchestra 
program can’t be done without the gracious 
support of volunteer parents, and we’ve got 
many in the orchestra program:  chaperoning, 
measuring for concert clothes, planning 
receptions, feeding hungry kids, and the list 
goes on.  Thank You to our orchestra liaisons 
and all those volunteers that chaperoned, 
dressed, and fed our students this Fall Season.  
We couldn’t be giving so much to our students 
without all of this help.  Thank You. 
 
Saratoga Strings and the Midwest 
International Band and Orchestra Clinic:  
Once in a School’s History 
On December 16th, 46 orchestra students will 
embark on a musical journey that is the rarest 
of any high school program, and that is 
performing at the Midwest International Band 
and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago.  The Midwest 
Clinic is the gathering of no fewer than 18,000 
conductors, performers, teachers, universities, 
industry members, etc. from across the globe at 
the largest gathering of its kind.  Our students in 
Saratoga Strings auditioned and earned a spot 
in the 68th annual Clinic, and just about every 
minute of every class period since then has 
been spent directed toward preparation of this 
event. Further, each class rehearsal period has 
had some special guest, clinician, conductor, or 
composer to add to the challenge.  In short, it 
has been quite the journey for these students 
(and certainly their teachers!) and we truly hope 
you will have the chance to hear them in light of 
such a rare occasion.  They will be performing 
Friday, December 5th at 6:00pm in McAfee.  
Even better, please send any family or friends 
available to their final concert at the Midwest 
Clinic in Chicago:  Friday, December 19th 
8:30am, McCormick Place West!      

SHS	  
We	  are	  excited	  to	  showcase	  our	  concert	  
ensembles	  in	  the	  upcoming	  winter	  

programs.	  	  Please	  join	  us!	  
	  
Dec	  4	   Jazz	  Band	  (with	  SUSD)	  
Dec	  5	   Orchestra	  &	  Choir	  
Dec	  10	  All	  Bands	  Concert	  
	   1

2014 Marching Band Season 
Our SHS Marching Band performed their last show of the season to a 
capacity crowd as part of the WBA competition at James Logan High 
School on November 15th. Prior to that, a highlight of the season was 
returning to a national level competition at the Bands of America 
Regional in Long Beach. The BOA regional was bigger than ever this 
year, and we were proud our band made it through the stiff competition 
at Prelims and into the Finals Competition in the evening.  The band 
brought home the class championship in the afternoon and 5th place 
overall in the evening, which is akin to winning 5th place overall in the 
State of California.  Most importantly, our students represented 
themselves and our community well both on and off the performance 
field.   
 
A HUGE thank you to the immeasurable support of all chaperones, food 
parents, uniform parents, truck/trailer drivers, and “prop dads.” A special 
thanks to Jim Rhee, our chaperone coordinator, Barry Chaffin, our 
truck/trailer coordinator, Leona Fung, food/dinner coordinator, Ikuko 
Okada and Maria Wang, uniform coordinators, and to Cyril Mecwan and 
team for helping us realize the props in the show. Marching band 
students and staff are grateful for the countless hours you dedicate to 
the logistics of our program. Its success is only possible with your help. 
Thank you! 
 
2016 Tournament of Roses Parade 
Mark your calendars! The Marching Band will be performing on January 
1, 2016 in the 126th annual Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena. 
This will be the first time in the school’s history to have a group perform 
in the Tournament of Roses Parade.  It is the single most competitive 
parade in which to be invited in the United States, and this year SHS 
was selected out of 80 finalist bands.  The parade is viewed live by over 
a million spectators along its route, and watched by an estimated 58 
million viewers across the globe. We’re hoping to have the largest SHS 
Marching Band in the school’s history for this event, and also shooting 
to have 1,000 families and friends join this once-in-a-lifetime New Years 
Celebration!    
(SHS Music Notes continued on next page) 

Saratoga High School Choirs 
We had 6 students make it into the ACDA Coastal Region Honor 
Choir. Congratulations to Ashritha Achutharaman (10), Camille 
Bismonte (11), Hannah Hulme (12), Sarah Jin (10), June Kim (10), and 
Isha Mangal (11).  They will perform with over 250 other students from 
our region, in either the mixed chorus or women’s chorus, on Saturday 
November 22, 2pm, at First United Methodist Church of Palo Alto. Mark 
it on your calendars and be there to support our fine singers! 
 
Early in October, we had fun at the REAL Men and REAL Women 
Sing events at San Jose State. It was a beautiful day to be downtown! 
There were over 800 choir students from all over the Bay Area, who 
filled all the seats in the auditorium.  
 
Redwood Middle and Saratoga High, combined-choir Fall Concert 
was a great success! It is always fun to make music with the middle 
school students, and encourage them to continue singing in high 
school. The final piece was a combined number for which two choirs 
were joined by our music staff on percussion instruments illustrating 
that it takes a great village to do this wonderful thing we call music.  
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the December Choir & Orchestra 
Concert 
 



 

SMB – Having Fun Supporting Saratoga Music Education! 
 

As the holiday season fast approaching, we would like to give you a report 
on our fundraising events planned for 2014-15. 
Cookie Dough Drive 
Our annual cookie dough drive kicked of at the end of September, and 
completed on Nov. 5th---thanks to our tirelessly working volunteers led by the 
wonderful co-chairs, Sheeba Garg, Lori Macinnes, and Antonella Corno, it 
went smoothly. We are happy to report a healthy profit of $12,000 to add to 
SMB general fund and $12000 to students’ individual travel accounts.  
Also, on Oct. 25th, SMB alumni held annual Poker Fun Night---this year “Poker 
for Percussion” was the theme.  The chair team consisted of alumni parents: 
Beverly Harada, Takako Hasegawa, Katherine Schwerty, Katherine Tseng, and 
Alice Chiou. Big thanks go to the Lau’s---Jennie and Daryn, our gracious hosts 
for the evening! More than 60 people attended the party, and it raised more 
than $3500 for the purchase of percussion instruments.   
Jazz Cab Reimagined 
As the weather changes, we are now in preparation of our spring event, the 
improved Jazz Cabaret---our new director, Mr. Andrew Ford will lead the way 
to reconstruct a better program to showcase our choirs and Jazz bands in a 
new light. Our volunteer chairperson, Deepti Mangal is going to work with Mr. 
Ford for the rebirth of Jazz Cabaret---stay tuned for further development! 
Pancake Breakfast 
Last, but definitely not least, come to join us at Saratoga High School on May 
3rd, 2015---SMB Pancake Breakfast. Sharon Heimbaugh, Yuchi Wang, and 
Kiran Singh have already started working with volunteers for this annual event 
that has always been fun and meaningful to all Saratoga community.  
Gift Cards Benefit Everyone! 
The holiday season is here so don’t forget to order some gift cards from SMB 
(% goes to your student’s travel acct.)!  We carry Starbucks, Yolatea, and 
Hong’s.  More selections might be available, please email Ashley Chao 
(chaoaishya@yahoo.com) to find out more.  GCs available for purchase at 
the winter concerts or an order form can be found on the SMB website. 
Wish you and your family a safe and jolly holiday season! 
 

Linda Huie and Ashley Chao, Co-VPs of Fundraising, 2014-15 

SMB FAMILY 
IS THE BEST! 

 
THANK YOU  

for your continued support!  Your 
membership contributions 

support music education for 
students in 4th through 12th 

grade.  SMB has been able to 
provide over $150K annually to 

our music programs.  The level of 
excellence and enthusiastic 

participation of Saratoga music 
students is the happy result of the 

care and generosity of many 
people. 

 
Sheeba Garg 

and Monica Rhee 
Co-VPs Membership  

 

2

(SHS Music Notes continued from previous page) 
 
SHS-Specific Instrument Drive 
We are kicking off an Instrument Drive primarily to refresh the Saratoga Percussion Instruments and Equipment (Marching and 
Concert). The Saratoga Percussion Program has grown significantly in the last few years at both the Middle and High School 
levels, but the majority of our percussion equipment is old and falling apart with constant transport to and from McAfee, the fields, 
and certainly regular competitions throughout the Fall Season. Students and volunteer parents alike have experienced the panic 
of last-minute emergencies with dilapidated instruments and equipment on and off campus.  Unfortunately we’re experiencing 
these with greater frequency, and the flood of students into the percussion program has exasperated this.  Our students are in 
need of these upgrades to allow the program to flourish.  
 
We were incredibly fortunate to have been presented with a dollar for dollar donation match up to $50,000 from an 
anonymous source. This person witnessed first hand the daily grind of our percussion students, their failing instruments and 
equipment, and came to Mr. Boitz privately with this offer.  If we can raise these funds, with an anonymous donor matching, we 
will outfit our percussion program for many years to come. The total cost to refresh all marching and concert percussion 
instruments is around $85,000, which would include many of the percussion upgrades for the 5-mile Tournament of Roses 
Parade in just over 1 year.   
 
Winter Guard and Winter Percussion 
Shortly after the marching season ended, students and staff already began rehearsing for the Winter Guard and the Winter 
Percussion program. Both ensembles are putting on an artistic and meaningful show showcasing their talents, combining music, 
dance, and choreography. Please be sure to check the SMB calendar at www.saratogamusic.org for the list of shows, as most of 
them are local! 
 
Submitted by Michael Boitz on behalf of Jonathan Pwu, Andrew Ford, Anthony Lanzino, and Takako Hasegawa 
 

 

If you have not had the 
chance, we encourage 

you to join the SMB family. 
  

Membership forms and 
our contact information 

can be found on the SMB 
website: 

www.saratogamusic.org 


